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Question: Does it matter where you go to church?

Introduction: 1. As a part of our, “You Pick It; I’ll Preach It” Series, we are going to answer
the question that was turned in, “Does it matter where you go to church?”

2. Before Jesus left this world, he promised to build his church (Matthew
16:18), and that death itself would not prevent him from doing so
(Matthew 16:18).

3. Jesus was true to his word, and did exactly that (Acts 2:38).
4. However, there are many people who are cynical when they speak of the

church.
5. They see church as a cold, sterile, formal, institution that will run over people

if they get in the way.
6. Let’s consider what the Bible says.

I. Do I Have To Be A Member Of The Church?
A. Sometimes questions can reveal a wrong attitude.

1. Do I have to hug my kids?
2. Do I have to kiss my wife?

B. Why would one not want to be a part of something that God gave us and was intended
for our good?

C. (Acts 20:28).
1. The church meant so much to Jesus that he gave his life for it.
2. It is inconceivable that a follower of Jesus, knowing how much the church

meant to Jesus, would turn around and think the church is unimportant.
D. (Ephesians 5:23-27).

1. People will sometimes say, “The church isn’t our Savior, Jesus is.”
2. In response to this statement, I would say they are absolutely correct.
2. Consequently, some see it as dispensable.
3. However, while it is true that the church doesn’t save, it is the church that

Jesus said he will save.
E. Therefore the church is indispensable if we want to go to heaven.

II. Does It Matter Which Church I’m A Member Of?
A. There are so many from which to choose.
B. Note that this plurality of churches, wearing different names, teaching different

doctrines, and practicing different things was not a part of God’s plan.
1. (John 17:20-21).
2. (1 Corinthians 1:10-13).
3. (Ephesians 4:4-6).

C. It has always mattered what church you’re a member of...even in the first century.
1. (Revelation 3:1).

a. The church at Sardis was dead.
b. Would we want to be part of a dead church?

2. (Revelation 3:16).
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a. The church at Laodicia was lukewarm and sickening to Jesus.
b. Would you want to be a part of a church that made Jesus sick?

3. The rest of the churches mentioned in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation give a
warning that if they don’t repent, Jesus would “remove their candlestick.”
a. Would you want to be a part of a church that exists, but that Jesus had

“removed their candlestick?”
4. Would anyone want to be a member of a church that distorts God’s plan of

salvation?
5. Would anyone want to be a member of a church that usurps the authority of

its head, Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:18).
D. The often heard statement, “Attend the church of your choice” isn’t as good a piece

of advice as you may have thought.

III. How Do I Select A Church?
A. First of all, proceed with caution.

1. As we have already noted, even churches in Bible times were not what they
should have been.

2. Realize there are “counterfeits” out there that look like and sound like the
church that Jesus built, but closer examination will reveal differences.

B. Ask questions.
1. Part of the problems people experience in finding the Lord’s church is not tht

they don’t ask questions, but they ask the wrong questions.
a. Do they have a gymnasium?
b. Do they participate in church sports leagues?
c. Do they have an early service?
d. Do they have a day-care?
e. How big/small is it?

2. There is nothing inherently wrong with any of these questions, but surely
they miss the heart of what the church is all about, don’t they?

3. Instead, these are better questions to be asking:
a. How do they view the Bible? (2 Timothy 3:16-17).
b. Do they teach and practice the truth? (1 Timothy 3:15; James 1:22).
c. Are they evangelistic? (Matthew 28:19-20).
d. What can I do to help this church? (Romans 12:4-8).
e. Will the leaders discipline me and hold me accountable?             

(Heb. 13:17).
f. Will this church require me to sacrifice? (2 Samuel 24:24).

IV. Why Do I Need The Church?
A. Because of family.  

1. We are “children of God” (Galatians 3:26) 
2. “Brothers and sisters” (1 Timothy 5:1-2).

B. Because we’re family, we have support.
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Conclusion: 1. May God bless those who are search for a church home.
2. There is a sea of confusion out there.
3. Don’t minimize the value of the church.
4. As great as John the baptist was, Jesus said that the least in the kingdom of

heaven (the church) would be greater than him (Matthew 11:11).
5. A court jester, played the part of a fool to entertain his king for many years.

Because of his foolishness and ability to make the king laugh, the king
awarded him a scepter that contained an engraving that said, “The World’s
Greatest Fool.” As the years past, the king found himself on his death bed
and called for the jester one last time. In a moment of seriousness, the
jester asked the king if he had made preparation for his journey into
eternity. The king solemnly said, he hadn’t made any preparations for
eternity. The court jester then handed his scepter to the king and said, “This
belongs to you. There was a time when I may have been the “World’s
Greatest Fool,” but this scepter now belongs to you. 

6. Don’t devalue the church knowing that you must someday stand before one
who gave his life’s blood for it.


